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In November 2008 Peter Smart, Wild Arena’s photographic guide and tour leader, accompanied a 
group on our Galapagos: The Enchanted Isles tour. 
 

Our tour began with two nights in the Bellavista Cloud Forest reserve which 
is a couple of hours outside Quito, the capital of Ecuador. Around the lodge 
and on several walks into the forest we were able to observe a wide range of 
birds, butterflies and plants with the many species of hummingbirds 
providing their usual challenges to the photographer! 
 

After a night in Quito (and an entertaining diversion to a small museum on the equator where we 
were taught - and in some cases questioned - the many interesting facts about being at latitude zero 

degrees!), we flew to Baltra in the Galapagos and boarded our small, 
exclusively chartered ship to begin our cruise of the islands. 
 

No sooner were we unpacked and finished lunch, our very 
enthusiastic naturalist guide announced we would immediately begin 
our exploration of the Enchanted Isles with a visit to North Seymour. 
Here we were greeted by some charming Galapagos Sea Lion pups, 
colourful Land Iguanas and several of the endemic bird species such 
as Swallow-tailed Gulls. 
 

The following day was spent on Santa Cruz which has the highest human 
population of the islands in the archipelago and provided the opportunity for 
some early souvenir shopping but, more importantly, an interesting visit to the 
Charles Darwin Research Station. The work carried out here is varied but a 
major task is research related to the Galapagos Giant Tortoise. We had a 
chance to learn about the work, see Lonesome George (sadly, the last of his 
sub-species) and then visited the Highlands to observe and photograph these 
amazing creatures in the wild. Furthermore we saw many interesting bird 
species such as many of the Darwin finches, including Woodpecker Finch, and 
the very colourful Vermillion Flycatcher. 

 

The following day was spent on Espanola which provided close views of not only 
Nazca and Blue-footed Boobies, but also the stunning Waved Albatross. Many of 
these huge birds were seen on land and in the air, and we were 
extremely fortunate to observe a number of their large, fluffy, 
brown chicks. Furthermore, a Galapagos Hawk appeared to be 
keeping a close watch on the group for most of the afternoon 
offering some great photographic opportunities as it hovered 
overhead. 
 

Floreana was our next destination and the highlight proved to be the Greater Flamingos in a large 
lagoon behind the beach. We also experienced some of our best snorkelling from the beach where 

the waters were clear and we could enjoy swimming with 
the Pacific Green Turtles and the many colourful fish. On 
most days we had the opportunity for snorkelling 
between our shore-based excursions and, as well as the 
many fish species, we also had interesting encounters 
with inquisitive Galapagos Sea Lions! 
 

During the next two days we explored the relatively younger islands of Isabela and Fernandina on 
the western edge of the archipelago. The bare but stunning landscapes bore witness to recent 
volcanic activity and contrasted with the older islands we had already visited.  



One evening as we began the return journey to our ship after exploring some of 
the secluded waterways of Isabela, we witnessed a stunning sunset providing 
many photographic opportunities with a nearby fishing vessel attracting many 
birds and Brown Pelicans diving against a deep red sky. 
 

Fernandina provided close-up experiences 
with some of the largest Marine Iguanas on 
the islands and, by choosing a low angle to 
photograph them, the resulting images give 
them a fearsome, almost prehistoric, stance. 
As we sailed in the afternoon, we found 
ourselves surrounded by a huge school of 

dolphins which amused themselves by riding the bow wave of the 
ship or performing some amazing aerobatic displays for which my 
images certainly don’t do justice! 

 

Our final full day was spent on Santiago and Bartolome. Very young Galapagos 
Sea Lion pups charmed us at Puerto Egas and we also an opportunity to 
observe our first Galapagos Fur Seals. Wonderful light in the afternoon provided 
us with our best views and photographic opportunities with Galapagos 
Penguins. 
 

On the final morning, we arrived back at Santa Cruz and enjoyed an early 
morning cruise around the mangrove-fringed lagoon of Black Turtle Cove 
where we saw Pacific Green Turtles, White-tip Reef Sharks, Spotted 
Eagle and Golden Rays in the shallow waters. After saying our farewells 
to the excellent naturalist guide and the wonderful crew of our ship, we 
flew back to Quito where we relaxed before our return to the UK. 
 
An album showing a selection of photographic highlights from the tour may be viewed at: 
 
http://www.petersmartwildlifephotography.co.uk/wa/tour_gallery/ga2008ap/ 

 
 

The Overview folder contains a selection of images showing the wide range 
of wildlife, plants and landscapes that were seen during the tour. The Islands 
folder contains an expanded day-by-day gallery of the extensive 
photographic opportunities that were available on each island, the Cloud 
Forest and in Quito. 
 

 
All photographs in this report and the tour gallery were 
taken by Peter Smart using a range of Canon cameras 
and lenses. As several of the species encountered can be 
approached quite closely, many images were taken with a 
17-40 F4L lens and  also a Canon Ixus 75 compact 
camera, the latter also being used with a matching Canon 
housing for the underwater photography. 

 
At the time of writing this report, a number of places remain for our return to the islands in November 
2009. We are using a different ship for this trip which will result in us following a slightly different 
itinerary - we visit many of the same islands but also several new ones. Our policy of only using small 
ships (no more than 16 people) which we book exclusively gives us the opportunity to be flexible with 
our itinerary wherever possible and ensure we are on the islands at the best time for photography.  
 

As always, visiting the Galapagos Islands was a genuine privilege and I am looking forward to 
returning and having the opportunity to introduce another group to this remarkable place. 
 
Peter Smart, February 2009 
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